Abstract: The present paper aims at investigating the role of court officials in the judicial system of Umma during the Ur III period. For this purpose, a prosopographical study of judges, commissioners, military men, merchants, and other members of the royal, provincial and local administrations has been made. In conclusion, a judicial system with the governor as the highest authority, but with a strong presence of the royal administration, and particularly of the military, is sketched.
The governor and the judges
A remarkable peculiarity of the court records from Umma is the fact that they are not as consistent in the rendering of officiators as is usually the case in the Girsu texts. Thus, officials and other participants in court procedures, when mentioned, are presented in Umma texts in the following different ways:
1. Texts mentioning the governor as the only official responsible for the case. 3 2. Texts mentioning a commissioner (m a å k i m ) , 4 a judge ( d i -k u 5 ) , 5 or a royal envoy ( l u 2 -k i ł 2 -g i 4 -a ) 6 as the only official responsible for the case. 3. Texts listing a number of bystanders headed by the governor; 7 occasionally, the governor is not recorded among the bystanders, but he is mentioned in the text as the authority conducting the process. 8 4. Texts listing a number of bystanders with no mention of the governor. 9 5. Texts not mentioning court officials at all. 10 The first striking feature of this arrangement is the absence of an unequivocal provincial authority in several court procedures. Given the fact that our texts were kept in the provincial archives, and assuming that the governor was the highest judicial authority of the province, we would expect that he presided over the trials, or delegated his responsibility to someone else. 11 Although we should take into consideration that not all the texts are well preserved, and not all of them record stages of the process where the attendance of a representative from the provincial administration would be required, it is notheworthy that just 51 of our texts record the governor as the authority conducting the process (see nn. 3, 7 and 8) .
Because our tablets were written for the provincial archives, mentioning the role of the governor in some of the legal procedures was perhaps considered unnecessary. Actually, he was recorded in some texts as the authority officiating over the different stages of the process, even if he cannot be found heading the final list of court officials (see n. 8). Likewise, legal texts were not intended to be a faithful description of all the stages of the process, 12 a fact that could explain the absence of officials responsible for the case (see n. 10). Moreover, the degree of involvement of the Umma governor in dispute resolutions was apparently much stronger than in Lagaå. Culbertson (2009, 120) has rightly pointed out that the number of cases attended by a governor at Lagaå account for less than 22 % of the total extant cases, while the governor of Umma offici- 8 Texts 6, 41, 48, 69 (and two m a f k i m ) , 71, and 83 (and two m.). 9 Texts 9 (and m a f k i m ) , 12, 17, 23, 31, 37, 50, 51, 52, 53 (and m.) , 54 (and m.), 59, 68, 70, 95, 96 (and m.) , 99, 100, 109, 119, and 131 (and m.) . Texts 11 and 27 could also be considered as belonging to this group, although the beginning of the list of bystanders is broken. 10 Texts where court officials would be expected but no one is mentioned are the following: 10, 14, 20, 26, 30, 32, 33, 34, 38, 55, 56, 60, 63, 66, 72, 89, 91, 93, 98, 102, 103, 104, 107B, 112, 116, 121, 132. 11 For the role of the governor in Ur III court records from Umma and Lagaå, see Falkenstein (1956 I, 27-31) ; Culbertson (2009, 108-124) . 12 For the correspondence between court records and real procedures, see Culbertson (2009, 23-29) . Culbertson also suggests (2009, 76) that the absence of officials from some court records would be explained because "the authority of urban administrators" was not needed in the process. This could be true with regard to provincial administrators, but in such cases some other kind of arbitration, eventually by royal officials, was most probably sought. ated over about half of the cases. Yet, we should also take into consideration that the governor of Lagaå was usually represented by quite a constant group of officials subordinated to his authority, while the heterogeneity and the identity of the people who attended cases at Umma reveals a different scenario.
The role of the judges in Lagaå illustrates well this contrast. 13 In this province, collegia of judges appeared during the short governorship of Nanna-ziåałal (AS3/vi-AS4/xii) as a result of a judicial reform aimed at reinforcing the control of the Crown over the judicial system. 14 Their office was then closely linked to the royal administration, but also to the governors of the province, who, since the time of Nanna-ziåałal, came from the royal entourage. They occasionally officiated at cases accompanied by Urdu-Nanna, the grand vizier and governor of Girsu (AS7/xii-IS3), but much more frequently the judges bore the principal responsibility for the process.
On the contrary, in Umma, the governor was the only official among those listed at the end of the court record who, starting from AS2, could be identified as a d i -k u 5 "judge" (Texts 13, 43, 47, and 49 ). In accordance with this self-identification of the governor as the only judge of the province, Umma legal texts generally avoided the use of this professional designation with other officials. The only exceptions known to me are the references to the judge Lu-amana as a court official in Text 131 (date lost), to the house of the judge Ki'ał in Text 8 (AS1) , and the judges listed in texts cited in n. 18 (which recorded trials held outside of Umma); 15 one reference to a group of judges in Text 93 (undated) should also be considered. 16 Besides the abovementioned Lu-amana and Ki'ał, Aba-Enlilgen was another court official recorded in Umma legal texts known to be a judge from other sources 13 For the role of the judges in Ur III court records from Umma and Lagaå, see also Falkenstein (1956 I, 32-47) ; Culbertson (2009, 124-132) . For the judges of Umma, see also Molina (2008, 203) . 14 The oldest reference to a collegium of judges in court records from Girsu, although without their names being mentioned in the text, is found in Molina, Fs. Pettinato, 182 2 (AS3/xi-xi 2 ); next we have ITT 3, 6577 (= NSGU 95), dated to AS4/xi, which records Allału, Lu-Ibgal, and Lu-diłira as the judges of the case. 15 I have not taken into consideration the reference to Ur-sagału, the judge ( d i -k u 5 ) , in Christie's 2001xx (= BDTNS 059331; Å48), since the provenance of this tablet is uncertain (Adab seems to me a better possibility than Umma). 16 NP 1 u 3 NP 2 … i g i d i -k u 5 -e -n e -f e 3 t u m 2 -d a NP 3 -e i b 2 -l a 3 5 -e "NP 3 will bring NP 1 and NP 2 in order to take them before the judges" (TCL 5, 6168 = NSGU 202) . Cf. also the letter-order TCS 1, 203 (= Michalowski, Letters, 58 no. 84): s u k k a l -m a 3 -r a u 3 -n aa -d u 1 1 d i -k u 5 i b -d u 2 -r u -n e 2 -e å u 3 a -n e i b -g u b "tell the chancellor: the judges sat in (court) and he himself was present." (NRVN 1, 1) . These three judges were probably not representatives of the governor of Umma, or at least their relationship with him was not as strong as that between judges and the governor in Girsu. Among the Umma judges, Ki'ał appears as the only clear example of a judge residing in Umma: he is mentioned in three court records in relation to former procedures (Texts 43, 53, and 125) , and a group of five people witnessed a promissory oath in his house (Text 8) . 17 But although Ki'ał resided in Umma, he was connected to the royal court. BPOA 2, 2183 (Umma, Å34) records the working days needed to transport supplies from Ur to Umma on behalf of Ki'ał's wife, and PDT 1, 433 (PD, Å44/i/26) records his delivery of animals for the Akiti festival.
The two other judges mentioned in Umma court records were also connected to the capital of the empire. Lu-amana appears in two of our texts (22 and 29) as the only official responsible for the case; identified as a judge he is also recorded with a colonel (perhaps Aia-kala) in Text 131, as well as trying cases at an uncertain place (OrSP 47/49, 145) 18 and at Ur (Text 86) . 19 Similarly, Aba-Enlilgen, who was responsible for the case recorded in Text 44, was most probably the same judge who tried cases that took place at Ur (Text 86) and Nippur (NRVN 1, 1). 20 The fact that Lu-amana and Aba-Enlilgen performed their duties in cities other than Umma suggests that they were peripatetic judges who would not represent the governor of this province.
The commissioner ( m a å k i m )
The ascendancy of the provincial administration over the court officials who took part in litigations was also limited in relation to the m a å k i m , a function usually translated as "commissioner." His duties were basically of three 17 See also Veenker/Johnson (2009, 356f.) , and Molina (2010, 203) . 18 Probably on the basis of the month name, OrSP 47/49, 145 has been considered a text from Puzriå-Dagan (Schneider, OrSP 47/49, p. 13; Falkenstein 1956 I: 3) or Ur (Widell 2003, no. 16) . In view of the listing of Lu-amana among the judges in the final section, the tablet was perhaps kept in the Umma archives, although it most probably recorded a trial held somewhere else. A similar case would be Text 86 (SNAT 541), an Umma tablet recording a process tried at Ur by several judges, Lu-amana among them. 19 Lu-amana is also attested with his title of d i -k u 5 "judge" in MVN 10, 217 (Umma, AS3), OIP 121, 83 (PD, AS4/iii/26), and Ontario 1, 128 (PD, ÅS5/vii/13). 20 It is uncertain whether this Aba-Enlilgen was the high officer attested in Puzriå-Dagan texts from Å36 to IS2: see Sigrist (1992, 312-315) ; Weiershäuser (2008, 98f.) . types: 21 a) he was commissioned by a higher-ranking authority to investigate a complaint and to prepare the evidence for trial; b) he was in charge of delivering the accused to court for legal proceedings; 22 c) he was a kind of institutional witness, who could be called when former procedures related to the current trial needed to be verified (this role was not reserved to him, since witnesses or judges who took part in those preceding court cases could be summoned as well).
As for the first duty, two examples of investigations commissioned by the governor can be found in Texts 69 and 83, already discussed by Falkenstein (1956 I, 53f.) . Texts 57 and 90 provide, on the other hand, a good illustration of an investigation commissioned by the king: the first lines of Text 90 state that the investigation was initiated on the command of an envoy of the king, whose name was Åulgi-sillul. 23 The same Åulgi-sillul is designated as commissioner at the end of Text 57, 24 a record used to compose Text 90, a Sammelurkunde. According to these two texts, 25 inquiries were coordinated by this official, who entrusted concrete investigations to other people. These two tablets also demonstrate a point that had been already briefly suggested by Falkenstein (1956 I, 47 n. 10) , namely that the function of commissioner ( m a å k i m ) was occasionally expressed as ł i r i 3 PN "via PN." 26 21 See Falkenstein (1956 I, 47-54, 69f.) ; Edzard/Wiggermann (1987-90) ; Lafont (1996, 43-47) ; Sallaberger (1993, 17f.; 1999, 248f.) ; Lafont/Westbrook (2003, 194) ; Culbertson (2009, 132-137) . 22 See for example TCS 1, 128 and Text 69. As Piotr Steinkeller reminds me (personal communication), this function of the m a f k i m (rabisu) surfaces in royal inscriptions, where gods are deputized to act against evildoers (ex. g. RIME 2.1.4.10, 65f. [Naram-Sîn 1]; 2. 13.6.4, 64 [Utu3ełal 4]; and 3/2.1.4.3, ); this role would be the reason why the m a f k i m acquired a negative reputation, denoting eventually a demon (see also Edzard/Wiggermann 1987-90, 453-455) . 23 i 3 i n i m l u 2 -k i ł 2 -g i 4 -a l u g a l -t a … r. ii 13-16 i n i m -i n i m -m a e 2 a -b i 2 -a -t i u r -d n i n -m u g-g a -k e 4 b a -a n -d e 6 ł i r i 3 d f u lg i -s i -l u -u l l u 2 -k i ł 2 -g i 4 -a l u g a l "On the command of the king's envoy … Ur-Ninmuga has brought this case (concerning) the estate of Ab\-ati." 24 r. i 7f. d i -b i b a -t i l d f u l -g i -s i -l u -u l l u 2 -k i ł 2 -g i 4 -a l u g a l m a f k i m "This case has been closed. Åulgi-sillul, envoy of the king, was the commissioner." 25 A comprehensive study of Texts 57 (BM 105339, unpubl.) and 90 (TCL 5, 6047 = NSGU 214) has been prepared by this author (in press). 26 For the complementary use of m a f k i m and ł i r i 3 , see also Sallaberger (1993, 16f., 24f.; 1999, 248-250) . In our texts, Diłira, who appears as commissioner in Text 42, was perhaps the same official recorded in Text 85 with the function of ł i r i 3 "via." Similarly, Text 114 records a case held "before the governor, before Lu-Nanna, and before five city elders" ( i g i e n s i 2 -k a -f e 3 i g i l u 2 -d n a n n a -f e 3 u 3 i g i a b -b a i r i 5 -f e 3 ) , while Text 124, a tablet recording that very Unfortunately, we do not have many other occurrences of commissioners in Umma texts. Unlike the legal procedures of Girsu, this official in Umma is only recorded in about 20 % of cases. There are in all, in our corpus, 23 different commissioners mentioned by name, 27 concentrated between AS2 and AS8. When we are able to identify them, in at least eight cases they acted as representatives of or had been probably appointed by the military or the royal administration: Erra-nuib (Text 94 =107A), Åulgi-sillul (57 = 90), and Ur-Nanåe (36), the three of them identified as royal envoys ( l u 2 -k i ł 2 -g i 4 -a l u g a l ); IssurSuen, commissioner of general Ilallum (47); 28 Ilumma, colonel ( n u -b a n d a 3 : 69); 29 Inima-an (43); 30 Lu-Nanna, "secretary" (s u k k a l : 114 = 124); 31 and Ur-ku, elite soldier ( a g a 3 -u s 2 : 24, 40, 96, and 101). 32 In some instances, the designation of the commissioner clearly depended on the legal confrontation between the provincial and the royal administrations. Thus, the identity of a commissioner on behalf of the governor can be ascertained in two cases in which the royal administration had also appointed its own commissioner: UrMami was the commissioner called by the governor in a proccess concerning a robbery (69), while colonel Ilumma (see above) played that role on behalf of the Crown; and same case, refers to Lu-Nanna, the "secretary" ( s u k k a l ) , as ł i r i 3 l u 2 -d n a n n a "via Lu-Nanna" (see also p. 137); if as it seems LuNanna acted in this case as a commissioner, this kind of official could occasionally be "hidden" in the list of bystanders of other texts. The word ł i r i 3 could also be used to designate the function of the judge in some p i s a ł -d u b -b a documents from Girsu: ITT 3, 6588 (= NSGU 219), ITT 2, 3401 (= NSGU 220), ITT 3, 5629 (= NSGU 222), ITT 3, 6046 (= NSGU 223), ITT 3, 6032 (= NSGU 224) . For these texts, see Falkenstein (1956 I, 17f., and II, 393-399) . 27 Ali (Texts 70 and 106), Apilia (33), Dadu (19) , Diłira (42 and 85 [ ł i r i 3 ] ), Erra-nuib (94 = 107A), Issur-Suen (47), Ilumma (69), Inima-an (43), Lu-duga (125), Lu-Nanna (124 [ ł i r i 3 ] ), Lu-Suen (99), Lu-Åara 2 (47), Lugal-niłlagare (28), Nam3ani (97), d Åulgi-sillul (57 = 90 [ ł i r i 3 ] ), Ti-abzuta (54), Tirgu (70), Ur-Łeåtinanka (53), 40, 96 , and 101), Ur-Mami (69), Ur-Nanåe (36), , and Urdu-Nanna (131); unnamed commissioners ( m a f k i m ) are mentioned in Texts 9 ( k a s 4 ) and 83. 28 For Ilallum, see n. 118; for a comment on this text, see also Steinkeller (2013, 354f.) . 29 According to Text 69, Ilumma would have been a colonel of Nagsu. 30 Inima-an was no doubt the merchant attested as bystander in other court records: see p. 137. 31 For this Lu-Nanna, possibly the foreman of the merchants ( u g u l a d a m -g a r a 3 ) , see p. 137. 32 Ur-ku, the elite soldier, is known to have supervised ( ł i r i 3 ) , very likely as a Crown agent, shipments to Esałdana/Puzriå-Dagan as part of Umma's b a l a obligation (MVN 13, 289; CM 26, no. 11). See Sharlach (2004, 37f.) for this kind of text.
Lu-Åara (47), rather paradoxically a royal singer, was the governor's commissioner in a litigation about the transfer of royal land in Amrima, while Issur-Suen was the commissioner of the general (see above).
The identity of a commissioner designated by the provincial administration could also be proposed for the case of Urdu-Nanna, the "throne-bearer" ( g u -z a -l a 2 ) , who played that role in a litigation concerning the ownership of equids (131). 33 Finally, an anonymous commissioner was also appointed by the governor in a litigation over the ownership of sheep (83). Occasionally, the activity of the commissioner is said to be linked to a process conducted by a judge, which probably meant that it was the latter who appointed the commissioner (Texts 44 34 and 53 35 ).
Bystanders
Besides the governor, judges, and commissioners, many other people attended the trials: they are commonly known as "bystanders" and are attested in 51 court records. Bystanders were listed at the end of the text, sometimes identified as l u 2 k i -b a g u b -b a "the persons who were present," and preceded by the sign diš; 36 alternatively, they were recorded with the adverbial clause i g i 33 A certain Urdu-Nanna, the "throne-bearer," was an officer in charge of a prison at Umma (DAS 58, . For Aba-Enlilgen, a peripatetic judge who also tried cases at Ur and Nippur, see above p. 127. 35 Ur-Łeåtinanka, commissioner of the closed case of Ki'ał ( u rd ł e f t i n -a n -k a m a f k i m d i -t i l -l a k i -a ł 2 ) ; for Ki'ał, see above p. 127. 36 Texts 1, 9, 11, 12, 23, 27, 41, 43, 47, 48, 49, 51, 52, 53, 54, 62, 80, 83, 95, 100, 109, and 129 . Exceptions in the use of this formula are: Text 50 (names preceded by diš but not identified as l u 2 k i -b a g u b -b a ) and 97 (l u 2 k i -b a g u b -b a recorded with the adverbial clause i g i PN-f e 3 "before PN"); note also that in Text 100 the scribe erased the i g i …-f e 3 formula in favor of diš for a group of people identified as l u 2 k i -b a g u b -b a . On the other hand, it is remarkable that, occasionally, the governor was distinguished from the rest of the bystanders, preceded by diš, by means of the adverbial clause i g i e n s i 2 -k a -f e 3 "before the governor" (Texts 1, 41, 62, and 80) or his qualification as d i -k u 5 "judge" (Text 47).
PN-å e 3 "before PN," but in such case with no further qualification. 37 The same bystanders could be recorded in different texts using either of the two formulae. The attempt to identify them and to ascertain their role in the legal procedures of Umma faces the problem of our incomplete knowledge of the trial background. Although we may understand the reason for the litigation and how it ended up, a broader context and the relationships among the people involved in the process frequently remain obscure. Occasionally, the appearance of a new tablet provides unexpected additional data. This is the case for the related Texts 57 and 90 (see p. 127). Text 57 (BM 105339, unpubl. 38 ) records among the bystanders a certain Abum-ilum, the vice-general ( e g i r å a k k a n 6 ) who, according to Text 90 (TCL 5, 6047 = NSGU 214), was in charge of bringing in those responsible for the destruction of Ab\-ati's orchard. Thanks to these two texts we also know that the term l u 2 k i -b a g u b -b a could even conceal people who played the role of the defendant in the trial process: Text 90 records among the defendants a certain Lugal-melam, probably an official from the military of Nagsu who was accused of having taken hold of the field of Ab\-ati's wife and of a yoked ox that was the property of Ab\-ati. The PN Lugal-melam is never attested among the bystanders of our corpus except in Text 57, the court record on which the Sammelurkunde (Text 90) was partly based. Similarly, the related Texts 114 (Sollberger, AOAT 25, 444 9) and 124 (BM 110306, unpubl.) show that the list of bystanders could include a commissioner (see n. 26 and p. 137). In other cases, the professions of the bystanders may explain their relationship to the dispute, as for example could be the case for merchants (e.g. Texts 39, 114 = 124, and see below p. 137).
Ordinarily, the involvement of the bystanders in the case they attended is not obvious, although it is quite clear that they had a different function to that of the standard witnesses known as l u 2 ( k i ) i n i m -m a . 39 The latter are mentioned in Umma legal texts either as witnesses to the current or related procedures, transactions or events, or giving oral testimony and/or taking an oath 37 Texts 3, 6, 13, 15, 17, 24, 31, 35, 37, 39, 42, 46, 57, 59, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 92, 99, 117, 119, and 131 concerning the procedures, transactions or events they attended. 40 On their side, bystanders at Umma could also be considered as observing witnesses of the trial, 41 so hypothetically they could be summoned as well to testify in case of future legal challenges to the verdict, 42 but their function was no doubt more complex and heterogeneous. The role they played has been generally considered similar to the one played by the l u 2 m a r -z a k i -b a g u bb a / t u å -å a in Girsu, 43 and by other people identified 40 l u 2 -i n i m -m a is a term that appeared in Sargonic times and prevailed in the Neo-Sumerian period. In Ur III legal texts it was used as a simplified form of l u 2 k i i n i m -m a , attested since the Fara period. Both are terms with the same meaning, as has been suggested by Krecher (1973, 160f.) ; Steinkeller (1989, 108f.) ; Gelb et al. (1991, 233-236) ; Yoda (1993, 142f.) . Oh'e (1979), followed by Culbertson (2009, 144-146) , has argued that Umma legal texts made a distinction between l u 2 k i i n i m -m a , allegedly a witness to the legal case who eventually could be summoned concerning that case, and l u 2 -i n i m -m a , a witness who actually gave oral testimony in legal procedures. Nevertheless, my close examination of Umma legal texts does not seem to confirm Oh'e's hypothesis. Attestations of l u 2 k i i n i m -m a in our corpus show them playing different roles: a) as witnesses to the current court procedure (Texts 2, 14, 7, 54, and 96); b) as witnesses to related procedures, transactions or events (Texts 48, 50, 51, 51, 53, 62, and 65) ; c) as witnesses to related procedures, transactions or events, some of them summoned to take an oath (Texts 64 and 109). On the other hand, l u 2 -i n i m -m a are mentioned in Umma court records: a) as witnesses to the current court procedure (Texts 10 and 85); b) as witnesses to related procedures, transactions or events (Texts 43, 58, 80, 93, and 119) ; c) as witnesses to related procedures, transactions or events, summoned to give oral testimony (Texts 23, 32, 33, 62, 90, 96, 111, 114, and 122) ; d) as witnesses to related procedures, transactions or events, some of them summoned to take an oath (Texts 40, 47, 49, 55, 91 , and 94 = 107A); e) as witnesses to related procedures, transactions or events, summoned to testify and to take an oath (Texts 13, 15, 17, 20, 22, 29, 50, 66, 76, 83, and 89) . No substantial differences can be thus appreciated between l u 2 k i i n i m -m a and l u 2 -i n i m -m a in Umma court records, except for the fact that the term l u 2 k i i n i m -m a "persons (who stood) at the place of the legal case / transaction" (Krecher 1973, 160 ; see also Gelb et al. 1991, 233) , provides an additional sense of proximity to the facts observed by the witnesses. That would explain the occasional use of l u 2 k i i n i m -m a and l u 2 -i n i m -m a in the same court record (Texts 50, 62, and 96). 41 Actually, there are two tablets (Texts 2 and 96) recording as l u 2 k i i n i m -m a a group of people usually identified as bystanders (see n. 37). 42 For the distinction between observing and testifying witnesses in legal and judiciary praxis, see most recently Ponchia (2009, 236-246) . 43 Falkenstein (1956 I, 54-58) ; Krecher (1973, 160f.) ; Oh'e (1980, 126-140) ; Steinkeller (1989, 107f.) ; Culbertson (2009, 139f.) ; Pomponio (2009, 38) . Note also that a few bystanders attested in Umma court records also attended legal procedures at Girsu in the role of l u 2 m a r -z a : see nn. 108, 110, and 114. See below n. 46 for a Girsu text in which two of-with similar terms, 44 so it would be worthwhile to briefly reexamine the function of these court attendants.
l u 2 m a r -z a at Girsu
The use of the term l u 2 m a r -z a in court records from Girsu was chronologically restricted to the governorship of Urdu-Nanna (AS7/xii to IS3). Before this period, during the governorship of Ur-Lamma (Å32 to AS3/xi), only the governor and a commissioner heard cases. In the context of the political changes in Lagaå, and probably as an answer to the accumulation of power gained by UrLamma's family, new participants were introduced in the trials by the end of AS3, when the z a b a r -d a b 5 Nannaziåałal held the governorship of the province. The collegium of judges first appears in AS3/xi (see n. 14), always accompanied by a commissioner, and a new group of individuals designated as l u 2 k i d i -d a -k a g u b -b a 45 is found in AS5 (ITT 2, 925), now with Åarakam as governor of the province. The name of this group of people was fixed as l u 2 m a r -z a 46 starting from the first year of Åu-Suen's reign, 47 coinciding with the governorship of UrduNanna.
The l u 2 m a r -z a , a term almost exclusively found in Girsu, were identified by Falkenstein (1956 I: 54-58 ) as a kind of witness (Publizitätszeugen) with a cultic function on the basis of the relationship between m a r -z a and Akkadian parsum (cf. n. 63). For O'he (1980, 136) , they "might have been in court to observe the judiciary procedure and perhaps to give authority to the judgement." Culbertson (2009, 142) has suggested that the term "is perhaps rather to be associated with m a r -s a 'dockyard,' indicating that these groups were possibly a kind of 'court' in their own right, and reminds of the karum, 'port authority,' of the Old Babylonian period;" yet this possibility should be discarded (Culbertson herself recognizes that "the philological basis of their association limits its merit"). On his side, Steinkeller (1999, 558-564 ) reconsidered Falkenstein's interpretation, assuming that in Ur III court records l u 2 m a r -z a was a term used to designate "members of the Lagaå administration that were required ex officio to attend court proceedings, especially in cases involving members of their own institutions." On the basis of earlier texts discussed in the same contribution, Steinkeller also concluded that l u 2 m a r -z a was a term for "temple administrator."
In fact, a text dated to the reign of Åarkaliåarri (ITT 2, 5798+5893 = Steinkeller 1999, 558-562, no. 1) records a purchase of land by the king from a group of be-le bar.za, a denomination that includes temple administrators (s a ł ł a ) of the temple-estates of Nanåe, Nin-marki, and Utu, scribes (d u b -s a r ), and field registrars (s a ł -d u 5 ). Other tablets dated to the Old Akkadian period and mentioning l u 2 m a r -z a are: MVN 15, 378 (see Steinkeller 1999, 563f.), a record of boats assigned to a group of l u 2 m a r -z a , two of them bearing the title of prefect ( å a b r a ) and "supervisor of choice oxen" ( n u -b a n d a 3 g u 4 d u 7 ) ; USP 65, a receipt for barley from three people and a l u 2 m a r -z a ; and ITT 2, 4684, a text that, according to the cataloguing data provided by H. de Genouillac (ITT 2, p. 38), lists a group of l u 2 m a r -z a , including a potter (b a 3 a r 2 = "edin-na"), a prefect (å a b r a = "pa-al"), a surveyor (probably a l u 2 -e å 2 -g i d 2 , "cordier"), a herdsman ("u 2 -du"), and priests (g u d u 4 = "åutug").
To my knowledge, there are only two texts dated to the Gudea Dynasty mentioning l u 2 m a r -z a : MVN 6, 432 records deliveries of fat for high-status individuals (priestesses, provincial governors, and a temple administrator) and a l u 2 m a r -z a ; RTC 211 (see Steinkeller 1999, 564) records the payment of quantities of silver from a group of l u 2 m a r -z a , a temple administrator ( s a ł ł a ) , a priest ( g u d u 4 ) , and a foreman ( u g u l a ) among them.
Apart from the court records, the documentation concerning the l u 2 m a r -z a during the Ur III period is not abundant, although quite significant. The term, attested from Å30 (MVN 10, 93) to IS2 (ITT 3, 6547) , is recorded in a group of "messenger texts": two of them mention equids ( a n å e k u n g a 2 ) of the l u 2 m a r -z a (ITT 5, 6815, TCTI 2, 3785), while in another one a l u 2 m a r -z a is said to be a l u 2 -ł i å t u k u l "soldier" (DAS 98); on the other hand, high-status individuals such as a son of the king and a judge (n a -b i 2 -d e n -l i l 2 d u m u l u g a l , u r -ł u 1 0 d i -k u 5 : Nisaba 22, 57) , or a general (p u z u r 4 -e å 4 -t a r 2 å a k k a n 6 : Nisaba 22, 74), in this case together with two elite soldiers of the king (a g a 3 -u s 2 l u g a l : u r d u 2 -ł u 1 0 a g a 3 -u s 2 g a l -g a l and a n -n e 2 -b a -d u 7 d u m u n u -b a n d a 3 ), are designated as l u 2 m a r -z a and said to have received rations when they moved for plucking ( z u 2 -s i u d u g u k k a l -å e 3 ł e n -n a ) ; a similar record is BPOA 1, 283 (14 u d u s a 2 -d u 1 1 l u 2 m a r -z a u d u g u k k a l u r 4 -d e 3 ł e n -n a -m e ) .
Other Ur III tablets record supplies of commodities for the l u 2 m a r -z a (BBVO 11, 265 5N-T435; MVN 13, 380 + AAICAB 1/2, Ashm. 1974-580, r. iii 13). Nisaba 24, 29 is a remarkable text in this group. It records supplies ( i g ik a r 2 ) of animals, beer, foodstuff, garments and other commodities to a wide range of individuals who travelled to Umma. These people, globally designated l u 2 m a r -z a , had all kinds of occupations: we find among them the chancellor ( s u k k a l -m a 3 ), his brother ( å e å s u k k a l -m a 3 ) , the vice-chancellor ( e g i r s u k k a lm a 3 ) , the z a b a r -d a b 5 , members of the royal family ( å u -d s u e n d u m u l u g a l ) , provincial governors ( e n s i 2 ) , a military general ( å a k k a n 6 ) , a colonel ( n ub a n d a 3 ) , an elite soldier ( a g a 3 -u s 2 ) , a lancer ( l u 2 -
, and kennelmen ( s i p a u r -r a ) .
In Ur III court records, there are at least 27 different people acting as l u 2 m a r -z a . Although it is not always easy to determine their professions or activities, we can identify a son of a military governor, 48 a colonel, 49 a city elder 50 , a provincial governor, 51 the son of the former gov- 49 Lu-Niłen: Sigrist, Studies Greenfield, 616, 5. 50 Gudea, city elder (a b -b a i r i ) : ITT 5, 6836 = NSGU 8. This l u 2 m a r -z a is also said to have been the one responsible of a d i -t i l -l a (see n. 47), and perhaps a commissioner of a transaction together with Lu-Girsu (an also well-known l u 2 m a r -z a ) , in Pelagaud, Babyl. 3, pl. 8, 17 = NSGU 89; see also n. 48. 51 Lu-saga (?): ITT 3, 6566 = NSGU 102. Although restored by Falkenstein after collation, this unique attestation of this governor should perhaps be considered doubtful. Cf. in any case l u 2 -s a 6 -g a a b -b a i r i e n s i 2 (SNAT 211) and l u 2 -b a l a -s a 6 -g a e n s i 2 f u r u pp a g k i (attested in AS5 To sum up, the broad range of professions and activities of the l u 2 m a r -z a in third millennium texts seems 53 Ur-Nanåe, (judge of) Nanna's temple ( u r -d n a n f e ( d i -k u 5 ) e 2 d n a n n a ): DAS 332bis. Cf. Molina, Fs. Pettinato, 184: 6 (AS8/xi), where u r -d n a n f e d i -k u 5 e 2 d n a n n a is mentioned after the collegium of judges as "being present at the process" ( in NSGU 138, a court record from Umma. This fact, and UTI 5, 3174, an allocation of masons (Ur-Igalim, the chief mason, among them) and workers who came from the palace to work in the construction of the temple of Åara ( e 2 -g a l -t a e 2 d f a r a 2 d u 3 -d e 3 ł e n -n a ) , suggest that he belonged to the royal administration. 58 Ur-Lamma, the field registrar ( s a ł -d u 5 ) : ITT 3, 6599 = NSGU 149. According to UET 3, 179, Ur-Lamma was a field registrar of Girsu. 59 Lu-diłira, son of Lugal-barabe: ITT 3, 5286 = NSGU 205. This l u 2 m a r -z a is most probably the same Lu-diłira, son of Lugal-barabe, who appears as l u 2 k i -b a g u b -b a in court records from Umma (see n. 110). The fact that he attends legal procedures both in Umma and Girsu makes it unlikely that he belonged to the provincial administration. Lu-kirizal, son of A-tu: ITT 3, 6597 = NSGU 155; ITT 5, 6831 = NSGU 147; TÉL 110; Sollberger, AOAT 25, 442 7; BM 95539 (unpubl.) . He was probably connected with the royal administration, since he is recorded receiving barley issued for a group of royal settlers ( e r e n 2 ) in CM 26, 123 and Legrain, RA 10, 63 12, r ii' 7. Gudea, son of Lali: ITT 3, 6566 = NSGU 102. Similarly to the former case, this l u 2 m a r -z a is also recorded issuing barley for a group of royal settlers ( e r e n 2 ) in SAT 1, 5. 60 Lu-Utu, son of Bazi: ITT 3, 6597 = NSGU 155; TÉL 110. Lu-Utu, most probably a merchant himself, was employed by the provincial administration in organizing the activity of merchants: see S. Garfinkle (2010a, 190f.) . to point to m a r -z a as a generic term for "office;" l u 2 m a r -z a would thus be a designation for a function, not a profession, meaning something like "person in office, on duty." When called to attend legal procedures, they were mainly chosen from among high ranking officers (judges included), and to a great extent from royal administrators. Later on, in Old Babylonian Ur 61 (spelled m a r -z a ) and Nippur 62 (spelled ł a r z a ( 2 ) 63 ) /marza/ was a word used to designate prebends, temple offices that could be negotiated or subdivided in the course of time.
Bystanders at Umma
The generic meaning of l u 2 m a r -z a fits well with the expression l u 2 k i -b a g u b -b a , used at Umma. These terms were intentionally vague, since they designated people related to the legal procedure in very diverse manners. Their actual relationship with the case can sometimes be ascertained (see above p. 129), but their high number in Umma -between 102 and 114 different individuals (judges, commissioner, and governor excluded) listed in 52 court records (see Table 4 ) -requires that we also consider their identification. The prosopographical analysis below, assuming that some uncertainties and doubtful attributions remain, allows the grouping of the bystanders attested in Umma court records as follows: Charpin (1986, 251f.) . 62 MC 3, 29: 12; 30: 12; 35: 16; SAOC 44, 80: 6; 84: 8, 13; 89: 12, 15 . 63 Besides OB documents, the spelling ł a r z a ( 2 ) as designation of an office is well attested in lexical sources: l u 2 -ł a r z a ( 2 ) = bel parsi, in Lú = fa 95a, OB Lu-Series A 374, C5 4 (MSL 12, 131: 95a; 169: 374; 195, 4) ; cf. also l u 2 -ł a r z a = fa pilludê, in OB Lu-Series A 375, C5 5 (MSL 12, 169: 375; 195: 5) . For the relationship between m a r -z a / ł a r z a ( 2 ) and Akk. parsum, see Steinkeller (1984, 141f. n. 34) , and Schretter (1990, 210) .
Members of the royal administration

Military:
Among the members of the royal administration the most numerous are military officials. Every rank, from the general to the elite soldier, is attested. When their identification has been possible, it appears that in most cases they belong, as expected, to the military stationed in the Umma province.
Official
Texts Dates Ea-il\, general ( å a k k a n 6 ) (of Umma) 64 13, 37, 92 AS2-AS3 Lu-Nanna, (general of Nagsu) 65 37, 92 AS3 Abum-ilum, vice-general ( e g i r å a k k a n 6 ) (of Nagsu) 66 57 AS6 43, 47 AS5/iv <PN> vice-general 68 71 AS8/v Gudea, colonel ( n u -b a n d a 3 ) 69 9, 39, 100 AS2-AS3/xi Åarrum-il\, colonel (of Girsu ? ) 70 52 Paoletti (2012, 204 and 225), and Steinkeller (2013, 387) . 66 Cf. Text 90 and see Steinkeller (2013, 355f.) . 67 This Ur-niłar, the vice-general, was perhaps later promoted to the rank of general of Nagsu, if he is the same Ur-niłar, general of Nagsu, attested in BPOA 6, 112 (ÅS5); another possibility is that this general of Nagsu (BPOA 6, 112) was promoted from the rank of colonel of Nagsu, attested in Text 52 (AS5/ix). A promotion of Ur-niłar from colonel to vice-general and general should be disregarded, since the text recording Ur-niłar as colonel of Nagsu (Text 52, AS5/ix) is dated later than the one recording Ur-niłar, the vice-general (Text 47, AS5/v). See also Molina (2010, 204) . 68 Texts 43 and 47 list consecutively u r -n i ł a r x ł a r e g i r f a k k a n 6 and u r -n i ł a r x ł a r a b -b a i r i ; Text 71 also lists a city elder after a vice-general, although in this case their personal names are not recorded. It could be then tentatively suggested that Ur-niłar was the name of both the vice-general and the city elder of Text 71. See also n. 120. 69 A bystander also named Gudea, but with no title, is mentioned in Texts 1 (Å37/xii) and 27 (AS2). 70 See Molina (2010, 209 75 Aråi-a3, captain of sixty men ( u g u l a ł e f 2 -d a ) , is also attested in a sale document from Nippur (Delaporte, RA 8, 185 4 = Sale Documents 10), where he is said to be "a man from Åamme" ( l u 2 å am e k i ) , a town in the Diyala region (see Steinkeller 1989, 178 -k i ł 2 -g i 4 -a l u g a l ) and other royal representatives: In addition to the commissioners who are occasionaly said to be l u 2 -k i ł 2 -g i 4 -a l u g a l (Texts 94 = 107A, 57 = 90, 36), we have the attestations of six more royal envoys. Each of them occur only once in the Umma corpus, and they were probably sent by the Crown invested with a special authority to conduct or to take part in the process.
Royal envoy ( l u 2 -k i ł 2 -g i 4 -a l u g a l ) Michalowski (2006, 53) ; see also Notizia (2010, 111) . 81 Il\-imitt\ was one of the judges in a trial that took place at Ur (Text 86). 82 Basaga should be the son of the well-known chief lamentation singer Dada (Å42 to ÅS9), for whom see Michalowski (2006, 49f. Molina (2008, 136) . . According to these texts and their chronological distribution, Åarakam was first a high functionary in Puzriå-Dagan in charge of the sealing of bullae; by the end of AS4 he was succeeded in this office by his brother Lu-Nanna (see n. 86); following Maekawa (1996, 121) and Fischer (1997, 145) , Åarakam then assumed the governorship of Girsu from AS4/xi or xii to AS6/xii 2 ; in AS7 he appears again as a sealing official in texts from Girsu. 89 Geme-e'anna was a daughter of king Åulgi and the daughter-inlaw of Urdu-Nanna, the chancellor (see Sharlach 2006, 388f.; Weiershäuser 2008, 265) . Her son Åu-Suen, not to be confused with king Åu-Suen, was perhaps the same f u -d s u e n d i -k u 5 attested in BM 108952 (PD, Å44; unpubl., courtesy P. Notizia), SAT 2, 681 (PD, AS1/ii/21), TAD 68 (PD, AS2/i/22), MVN 1, 127 (PD, AS5/i/29), SAT 2, 1062 (PD, AS7), and MTBM 74 (Girsu, -/vii). 90 Cf. Ur-kununa's well-attested personal seals, dedicated to AmarSuen and Åu-Suen, in tablets and clay sealings from Ur: d a m a rd s u e n / l u g a l k a l a -g a / l u g a l u r i 5 k i -m a / l u g a l a n -
The assignment of four more bystanders to the royal administration is possible but doubtful: ]-Suen, the fattener ( k u r u å d a ) 93 6 Å44 Nanna-kuzu, son of Lu-Nanna, the overseer of Nanna's temple ( n u -b a n d a 3 e 2 d N a n n a -k a ) 94 67 AS7/xii
Members of the provincial administration
On behalf of the provincial administration, and in addition to the governor of Umma (see p. 125), we first examine the appearance of Aia-kala. In six court records he heads the list of bystanders, 95 so he was most probably Ur-Lisi's brother in his office of colonel ( n u -b a n d a 3 ) , 96 acting as the governor's delegate. Among the rest of the bystanders in this group, five more individuals could be identified as provincial officers with a reasonable degree of certainty: . He is probably the same u r -k u 3 -n u n -n a s u k k a l / d u m u u r d u 2 -d a -n i sent for the inspection of fishermen, together with royal scribes, recorded in messenger texts from Girsu (MVN 22, 73. 133. 148) . 91 Lu-Ninåubur could be tentatively identified as the offspring of Inim-Åara, the head keeper of the real estate records of the king (see above n. 86); this may also have been the case for Kalału and UrEnlila, who have been counted among the peripatetic officials (see nn. 109 and 113). Lu-Ninåubur, son of Inim-Åara, is also attested in Gomi, Orient 16, 77 112 (Girsu, date lost), and Ontario 2, 309 (Umma, ÅS7). 92 Lu-Åara 2 was a field registrar whose seal (l u 2 -d f a r a 2 / d u bs a r / d u m u i n i m -d f a r a 2 / s a ł -d u 5 ) is attested from Å33/iii (BPOA 1, 1384) to AS4 (CST 583); in these texts a certain A'abba is always recorded as the receiving official. Lu-Åara's title of field registrar ( s a ł -d u 5 ) is known through the seal legends of his sons Egale-si, Id-pa'e and Lu-Tug.an-ka; his possible assignment to the royal administration is just a hypothesis based on his patronymic (for InimÅara see n. 86). 93 [Lu ? ]-Suen was perhaps the son of Ur-niłar, the fattener ( k u r u f d a ) , for whom see Dahl (2007, 123 n. 427) . 94 Lu-Nanna, father of Nanna-kuzu, was an overseer of Nanna's temple, possibly located at Ur. He could be the same l u 2 -d n a n n a n u -b a n d a 3 attested in a few texts from Puzriå-Dagan dated from Å46/v/21 (Nik 2, 465) to AS4/ix/24 (UDT 118). 95 Texts 27 (AS2), 39 (AS3/xi), 95, 96, 99, and 100. 96 According to Dahl (2007, 64) , Aia-kala used the title of n ub a n d a 3 from Å40 until AS8, when he became governor of Umma.
Provincial officer
Texts Dates A'abba, the prefect ( å a b r a ) 97 64 Dahl (2007, 48) has suggested that Lu-duga did not partake in the administration; be that as it may, he no doubt had a close relationship with the ruling family of Umma and the provincial admininistration. For the problem of his identity with one of the sons of Ur-niłar, see Dahl (2007, 71) and Pomponio (2013, 229) . 99 Lugal-ema3e was in charge of fields within the Da-Umma district; his brother Lugal-kiri was the prefect of the Muåbi'ana district, and his father Lugal-kugani was the prefect of Apisal (see Studevent-Hickman 2006, 31-34) . As A'abba, the prefect (see n. 97), he is recorded in MVN 15, 390, iv 19, ix 37, r. v 42. 100 Ur-gigir, son of Bara-an, was a prefect ( å a b r a ) whose seal is attested from Å33/xii (Princeton 1, 392) to ÅS4/ix (MVN 13, 226) . He worked as oxen manager ( n u -b a n d a 3 g u 4 : Torino 2, 473 i 2') of the Da-Umma district under the supervision of Egale-si: see Studevent-Hickman (2006, 31 and 35-37) ; see also Hilgert (2008, § 2.20.1.1). 101 Ur-Åara, son of Lugal-uåur and chief bookkeeper ( p i s a ł -d u b -b a ) , held a high position in the provincial administration; he was in office at least from Å27 (BPOA 7, 2399) to ÅS2/iv (SNAT 470); his different seals are attested from Å31 (SAT 2, 41) to AS7/xi (BPOA 7, 2639) . See Grégoire (1970, 44-47) and Neumann (2010, 265) . 102 Atu, the "throne-bearer," is recorded in a few texts as conveyor ( ł i r i 3 ) of precious objects and metals to the Fiscal Office between ÅS6 and IS1: Malul, JCS 39, 126 15 (ÅS6/viii); Maekawa, ASJ 8, 345 1 (ÅS8/vii); Santag 6, 333 (IS1/v). The transaction recorded in Santag 6, 333 was later booked in the balanced-account published by D'Agostino/Pomponio, ZA 95, 101, iv 6'f.; similarly, the transaction recorded in Maekawa, ASJ 8, 345 1 was later booked in BM 110126, r. i 6-8 (unpublished) . He also appears as witness to the purchase of slaves in Nebraska 63 (= Sale Documents 99; IS2/xii) and Schollmeyer, MAOG 4, 191 3 (= Sale Documents 121; ÅS9), and as witness to an indeterminate legal procedure in Text 126. A few years earlier (Å46) Atu, the "thronebearer," was apparently an officer in charge of a prison (Nisaba 9, 305), as was Urdu-Nanna, the "throne-bearer" (see n. 33). ; two more lumaä-priests are attested by name in Umma texts, but with no specification of the deity to which they were attached: Ka ( k a 5 a ) (Nisaba 11, 50 ii 26 [AS1]) and Ur-łepar (UTI 3, 1856, -/-; cf. Steinkeller 2003b, 634) . 104 Du-udug, the seer ( i g i -d u 8 ) , was responsible for rituals performed at the temple of Åara in Umma: see Sallaberger (1993, 90-92) . 105 Among the four persons naming Gududu as their patronymic, Ur-Bawu seems the most plausible candidate as a son of Gududu, the son of Dadaga, governor of Umma; besides the texts recording UrBawu as a bystander, he is also attested in YOS 4, 29 (= Text 117, -/-), UCP 9/2-2, 51 (PD, Å43/ix/16), SAT 2, 374 (Umma, Å44/viii), and 423 (Umma, Å45). Inim-Inanna, Ur-Suen, and Ur-lugal are otherwise never attested as sons of Gududu. See Dahl (2007, 82 and n. 297) . 106 Åamaå-sillī ( d utu.mi), father of Lu 2 -Åara, could be tentatively identified with a well-known fattener ( k u r u å d a ) , father of Anna3ilibi (seal from Å46/xii 2 [OrSP 47/49, 275] to ÅS4/ii [SAT 3, 1412] ) and of Lu-saga (seal attested from Å39/x [NYPL 319] to Å41/xii 2 [BPOA 2, 2312]). For Anna-3ilibi, one of the most important fatteners of Umma, see Dahl (2007, 116f.) . 107 Urdu-Nanna, the "throne-bearer," has been mentioned above (p. 128 and n. 33) as a commissioner ( m a å k i m ) probably appointed by the provincial administration (Text 131); he is perhaps the same Urdu-Nanna recorded as bystander with no professional designation in Text 50 (AS5/viii). 108 Amu'a attended a trial held in Girsu together with Tete and Nidamu (ITT 3, 652 = NSGU 134); he is probably the same Amu'a mentioned in other tablets from Puzriå-Dagan and Umma as n ub a n d a 3 (MVN 10, 130 
Members of the local administrations
The participation of local authorities in legal procedures is not as prominent as expected, probably because they mostly intervened at a previous stage of the litigation (cf. Culbertson 2009, 73-75) . City elders ( a b -b a i r i ) and "mayors" ( 3 a -z a -n u m 2 ) are attested as bystanders in a few court records from Umma, in close relationship with the military. Thus, a certain Zulu3u, an unfrequent personal name in Ur III texts, is recorded in the list of bystanders on five occasions with three different functions: colonel, city elder, and "mayor." 115 We do not know the name of the town where he held his office, but if he is always the same person who changed his position through the years, his career would be a good example of the close ties between royal and local administrations. 116 Two more "mayors" are known to have attended legal procedures as bystanders: Lu-duga and Aza'a; 117 the latter shows a similar connection with the royal administration when in the list of bystanders of Text 95 he is said to be the supervisor ( u g u l a ) of a royal envoy. The "mayor" in the Ur III period was in fact subordinated to the local military officials and acted as their representative. 118 Mainly on the basis of Texts 60, 61 and 111, Text 95, -/-); and Zulu3u, with no professional designation (Texts 80 [ÅS4/ix] and 100 [-/-]); Zulu3u is also recorded as "mayor" in two other undated texts from Umma: Text 124 (PN g e m e 2 z u l u 3 u 2 3 a -z a -n u m 2 -m a ) and Princeton 1, 36 (where he is said to be in charge of bringing a fugitive). See also Taylor (2010, 216-218) . 116 Text 80 (ÅS4/ix) lists the governor and four bystanders, two merchants (Lu-Nanna and Inima-an), Lu-duga the "mayor," and Zulu3u. If Zulu3u is in this text also a "mayor", and assuming that we are always dealing with the same man, one could speculate that as part of the local elite, Zulu3u joined the military, where he held the rank of colonel (Å44); his career led him then to his home town as city elder (AS7), and finally to the office of "mayor" (ÅS4). A similar "promotion" from the rank of city elder to the office of rabianum has been discussed for the Old Babylonian period by Seri (2006, 75-77) . Lafont (2011, 271f.) . Most recently, Steinkeller (2013, 352) has provided additional data that clearly show the subordination of local self-governments, composed of "mayors" and city elders, to the military. Another remarkable source in this regard is YBC 13087, a text from the Yale Babylonian Collection quoted here by the kind permission of Ulla Kasten; the transliteration was made from pictures kindly taken by Enrique Jiménez; my transliteration was then collated by Marcel Sigrist, to whom I am most grateful. In this text (iii 38-iv 45) city elders, "mayors," captains of sixty men, and colonels appear to be under the authority of general Ilallum: 12 udu niga gu 4 -e us 2 -sa, 4 udu 2 kir 11 a-lum, [x] maå 2 -gal i 3 -lal 3 -lum 2 gu 4 niga 6 udu, 1 sila 4 3 maå 2 -gal e 2 -a-ka[l] nu-banda 3 2 gu 4 12+[(2 ? )] udu, 1 sila 4 3 maå 2 -gal i-åar-i 3 -li 2 2 gu 4 16 udu, 1 sila 4 3 maå 2 -gal zu-ga-a 2 gu 4 17 udu, 1 sila 4 2 maå 2 -gal ba-a-a 1 gu 4 7 udu, 1 sila 4 2 maå 2 -gal 3u-ba-ni-(x) 1 gu 4 8 udu, 1 sila 4 1 maå 2 -gal ur-d si 4 -an-na 1 gu 4 [x]+3 udu, 1 sila 4 2 maå 2 -gal ur-x 1 gu 4 [x]+4 udu, 1 sila 4 2 maå 2 -gal mu-ur 2 -tin-gaba 1 gu 4 10 la 2 1 maå 2 -gal, 1 maå 2 da-3i-åe-en 6 1 gu 4 10 la 2 1 udu, 1 sila 4 e 2 -a-kal min 1 gu 4 10 la 2 1 udu, 1 sila 4 i Taylor (2010, 220) has suggested that in legal matters the "mayor" was subordinated to the governor, since the latter could summon the "mayor" and ask him to bring people involved in the process or make him responsible for misplaced or lost animals. It is certainly clear that the governor conducted or supervised the litigations, but this fact did not always guarantee his effective control of the process. The "mayor" and the military officials were most probably placed in a similarly tense relationship with the provincial administration, according to which the governor could ask the "mayor" to bring the accused before the court, as Text 111 shows, but that kind of request could hypothetically be answered in the negative, as was the case with a vice-general in Text 45.
Among the city elders also subordinated to the military authority, 119 the only one mentioned by name, besides Zulu3u, is Ur-niłar. This bystander, who in two or three texts was listed after the vice-general ( e g i r 2 gu 4 17 udu, 3 maå 2 -gal ab-ba iri-me 203 udu, 23 sila 4 , 40 ? +7 maå 2 -gal, 65 maå 2 ugula łeš 2 -da-bi 113-me 30 udu 10+5 maå 2 -gal 3a-za-num 2 -bi 15-me ugula i 3 -lal 3 -lum According to this text, Ilallum had authority over fifteen colonels, 113 captains of sixty men (which gives a ratio of 7-8 captains for each colonel), fifteen "mayors" and the city elders of his territory. From these data it could also be suggested that each colonel controlled an average of one town in the land under the authority of the general, who commanded about 6,780 men. Following the new reading proposed by Steinkeller (forthcoming a) of TCL 5, 6041, iii 18f. (1800 e r e n 2 l a r s a m k i , u g u l a i 3 -l [ a l 3 -l u m ] ) , Ilallum was the general of Larsam and its dependency Aå-daba (iii 15f.). This tablet is dated to AS2, which is also the date of BPOA 7, 2806, the only text known to me where the title of å a k k a n 6 "general" for Ilallum is recorded (PD, AS2/xii; the title of å a k k a n 6 was omitted in the transliteration of BPOA 7, 2806, and corrected in a new edition of the text by Paoletti, BPOA 10, 398 and Taf. 21). For Ilallum, see also Goetze (1963, 5f . and 12); Paoletti (2008, 134); Steinkeller (2013, 377) . 119 The city elders in the Ur III period have not been yet studied in detail. Their role would probably have been similar to the one described by Seri (2006, 121-134) for the city elders of Babylon during the Old Babylonian period. The attestations of city elders in Ur III Umma are virtually restricted to court records, a fact that is consistent with the small relationship they would have maintained with the provincial administration. The main documentation on city elders comes from Girsu, and is particularly concentrated on the activities of Gudea and A'abba. From these two provinces and a few occurrences in Puzriå-Dagan texts, it is worth noting some references to a b -b a GN: a b -b a g a r 3 -ne.ne k i (MVN 8, 195 å a k k a n 6 ) , 120 came from an unknown site probably located at the Da-Umma district. 121 Another five unnamed city elders are mentioned in Text 114 ( i g i a b -b a i r i 5 -å e 3 ) , which records a trial also held before the governor and Lu-Nanna "the secretary" ( s u k k a l ) .
Merchants
Three different merchants are recorded among the bystanders of eleven court records: Inima-an, Ur-Ninsu, and Lu-Nanna. Inima-an, the most regular of them, took part in eight legal procedures. 122 He is known to have worked with the Fiscal Office of Umma, 123 as NYPL 358 shows (Umma, ÅS2/v); 124 according to this text, Inima-an delivered a quantity of gold to the Fiscal Office, whose head Lu-kala gave it to the well-known goldsmith Ur-Åulpa'e. On their side, Ur-Ninsu and Lu-Nanna 125 were also merchants who operated with the Fiscal Office and Ur-Dumuzida, one of the most famous Ur III merchants. 126 Lu-Nanna is described in one of the court records (Text 39, AS3/xi) as "the foreman of the merchants" ( u g u l a d a m -g a r a 3 ) , an office that could denote the existence of some kind of organization or association of merchants. 127 As Garfinkle (2008, 68; 2010, 312) and Paoletti (2012, 219-223) have suggested, he was most probably identical with the Lu-Nanna responsible for the purchase of gold for the royal treasury of Puzriå-Dagan. 128 His ascendancy over the merchants is clear from the fact that he 120 u r -n i ł a r x ł a r a b -b a i r i follows u r -n i ł a r x ł a r e g i r å a k k a n 6 in Texts 43 and 47, and possibly also in Text 71 (see n. 68); he is also recorded as bystander in Text 23. See also Veenker/Johnson (2009, 352 and 355) . 121 According to SET 243 ii 14, Ur-niłar, the city elder, held a plot of rental land in the field of Sipa-ne, located at the Da-Umma district (cf. SAT 2, 114, OrSP 47/49, 500, and Farmer's Instructions 8.3.2) . 122 Texts 12, 53, 67, 68, 70, 80, 96, and 99 , dated from AS2 to ÅS4/ix. He also acted as a commissioner ( m a å k i m ) in Text 43. 123 For the so-called Fiscal Office of Umma and its relationship with merchants, see Steinkeller (2004, 97-103 and 108) . 124 For this text, see Neumann (1993a, 126f.) . 125 . Lu-Nanna: Texts 39 (AS3/xi), 80 (ÅS4/ix), and possibly 114 (-/-) and 124 (-/-). 126 For Ur-Ninsu, cf. Young, Studies Jones 216 i 4 (Umma, AS3/i); Ur-Ninsu, the merchant, is also attested in OrSP 47/49, 484. For LuNanna, cf. Santag 6, 119. For Ur-Dumuzida, see Neumann (1993b; 1999, 48-50) . 127 For this kind of organization, see Steinkeller (2004, 102f.) ; Garfinkle (2010b, 310-313) ; Paoletti (2012, 221f.) . 128 Lu-Nanna appears involved in the purchase of gold in MVN 3, 285; MVN 3, 290; Ledgers pl. 40 23; BPOA 10, 447 NBC 6501; BPOA 10, 452 NBC 10040. was called to attend a litigation about the property of merchants (Text 39) . Similarly, a case concerning the purchase of gold from a merchant was supervised by LuNanna, the "secretary" (identified with the function of ł i r i 3 "via" in Text 124: see n. 26), who is said to have attended that very same case, together with the governor and five city elders, in Text 114: most probably, this "secretary" ( s u k k a l ) was the same ( u g u l a ) d a m -g a r a 3 "merchant / foreman of the merchants" recorded in Texts 39 and 80.
Lu-Nanna is a good illustration of the dual relationship of merchants with the provincial administration and the central government, already pointed out by Steinkeller (2004, 103) . 129 Nevertheless, the activities of our three merchants in connection with the provincial administration seem to have been infrequent, making it likely that they enjoyed much stronger ties to the royal administration. Perhaps the Crown was responsible for their appointment as members of the Umma benches; but be that as it may, it seems that their presence in court was mostly due to their belonging to the socially and economically influential group of merchants. It is from this perspective that we should see their participation both in litigations that concerned the interests of merchants (e.g. Texts 39, 114 = 124) and in others that apparently did not (e.g. Texts 67, 68, 96).
Judges
Lu-amana is the only judge who occasionally appears among the bystanders (Texts 22, 29, and 131) . For the role of the judges in Umma court records, see p. 126f.
Bystanders of uncertain affiliation
About one third (between 33 and 37) of the 114 bystanders in our corpus cannot be identified with a reasonable degree of certainty. Nevertheless, some of their names are significantly concentrated in TCL 5, 6166, a text that was studied by Steinkeller in his as yet unpublished research on the urban demography of the city of Umma (Steinkeller forthcoming-b). The tablet records quantities of silver that the e r e n 2 population of Umma had to pay to the Crown, so the document could be considered, in words of Steinkeller, "a tax census of the é r e n population of the city of Umma." Besides the groups of e r e n 2 described as be- longing to the royal or the provincial administrations, the tablet records 500 e r e n 2 distributed in professional groups or identified by name or by family or household affiliation. In Table 1 I have listed the groups and the individuals recorded in TCL 5, 6166, together with the names and the ascription of the bystanders that could correspond to them. The correspondence between some of the e r e n 2 recorded in this tablet and the bystanders of our corpus, even if this is occasionally coincidental, suggests that many of the bystanders of uncertain ascription belonged to the e r e n 2 population of the city of Umma. The fact that, despite the enormous quantity of texts we have from the provincial archives, these bystanders cannot be counted in a clear way among the institutional administrators, would perhaps point to their belonging, in several cases, to the royal administration.
The Crown and the provincial administration in the Umma judicial system
As we have demonstrated in the preceding pages, the term l u 2 k i -b a g u b -b a and equivalent expressions used in our corpus to identify the bystanders were generic characterizations of people involved in legal proceedings in more than one way. They designated assemblages of people who took part in the preliminary investigation, experts in the matter of the case, judges, mediators, prominent citizens, royal dependents, and representatives of the local and the provincial administrations. Responsibility for the case, at least nominally, fell to the governorship of the province, but an image of conflicting positions and spheres of influence, debates, and sometimes perhaps collegiality is also suggested by the several and heterogeneous occurrences of these bystanders. On the other hand, our texts show that the administration of justice in the Umma province was strongly pervaded by the influence of the royal administration. Military men, royal envoys and other royal representatives, commissioners in charge of the investigation, members of the local administrations, and peripatetic officials appointed by the Crown no doubt exercised their authority during the process. The case of the military is especially significant: members of the military organization frequently took part in court procedures, and when the case was important enough to require the presence of the generals, their authority likely prevailed over that of the governor. This is what can be inferred, for example, from Text 92, where generals and governor are simultaneously recorded: in this document, the first position in the list of attendants, always reserved to the governor, is on this occasion given to the generals. Such limits to the authority of the governor when dealing with the military could also be deduced from the case recorded in Texts 57 and 90. In this case, the governor did not have the power to compel the colonel Ur-niłar to appear in court. The colonel had been accused of misappropriation, but as he was on a military expedition, the governor considered the case closed. 130 Another example is found in Text 45, when the governor of Umma unsuccessfully addressed the vice-general of Garåana asking him to turn over a thief.
The presence of royal dependents in the judicial organization of the Umma province was strong and also continuous over time. As Table 2 shows, royal dependents attended court procedures from the last years of Åulgi until the last years of Åu-Suen, always in a higher proportion than provincial officers (note furthermore that half of the attestations of the latter correspond to the governor). Yet the number of texts dated to the reigns of Åulgi and Åu-Suen is not very significant, so this and other conclusions on chronological developments should be taken with caution.
From a general point of view, and in contrast to the situation at Girsu, 131 we cannot observe any clear development in the composition of benches in Umma in connection with royal succession or changing of governorship. Table 2 shows that, while our corpus covers the governorships of Ur-Lisi (Å33 to AS8) and Aia-kala (AS8 to ÅS7/ii), 132 the greatest concentration of court officials seems to be linked to the reign of Amar-Suen; nevertheless, such concentration is not accompanied by specific changes in the responsibility of the Umma judicial system (although we should again note that court records dated to the reigns of Åulgi and Åu-Suen are scanty). Likewise, we cannot appreciate substantial differences within Amar-Suen's reign, 133 except for the fact that court records 130 This Ur-niłar, colonel of Nagsu, could have even been promoted to the rank of general of Nagsu, if he is the same u r -n i ł a r x ł a r å a k k a n 6 nag-s u k i attested in BPOA 6, 112 (ÅS5): see n. 67. 131 See p. 130. On the changing role of the governors of Girsu in the judicial system of the province, see Culbertson (2009, 110f.) ; on the status of Lagaå in Ur III administration and its relationship with the Crown, see Michalowski (2013) . 132 Later court records are represented at least by Text 126, whose date is not preserved; this tablet mentions d a -d a -g a e n s i 2 , so it should be dated to his governorship (ÅS7/ii to at least IS3). 133 Culbertson (2009, 121) has written that "coinciding with the onset of Ur-Lisi's probable demise and starting around 134 are almost absent from the first and last years of his reign. This could be explained in terms of political instability, which would have been deeper in AS8, coinciding with the changing of governorship from Ur-Lisi to Aia-kala. In the evidence exhibits a sudden and substantial increase in the average number of officials who served on cases at Umma." The data at our disposal do not seem to support this hypothesis: no substantial differences can be perceived, for example, between AS3 and AS5 (see Table 2 ), although the limited number of texts under consideration in some of the regnal years of Amar-Suen could distort this understanding of the situation. 134 "Provincial officers" include the governor, whose attestations are given in brackets; "Royal dependents" include members of the military, royal envoys and other royal representatives, peripatetic officials, and local administrators; doubtful attributions to any of these groups have been tentatively considered as certain; "All groups" include provincial officers, royal dependents, merchants, and officials of uncertain ascription; the texts taken into consideration to calculate the average number of officials per year are those recording at least one court official. fact, court records suddenly stop by the middle of AS8, the year in which Ur-Lisi most probably died, 135 and they reappear only in ÅS2, when the political situation at Umma had become more stable. After this date, legal texts dated to the governorship of Aia-kala could be divided in two groups: a) legal cases that concerned provincial officers and their activities (Texts 74, 77, 78, 79, 81, 84) , all of them sealed and possibly filed in a different place; b) texts that followed a similar pattern and recorded the same kind of officials as those written during the governorship of UrLisi (Texts 75, 76, 80, 82, 83, 129) .
The intense and persistent presence of royal dependents in legal procedures at Umma seems then to have been linked less to changing political issues, than to structural 135 See Dahl (2007, 61f.) ; Stèpieñ (2012, 29 n. 56) writes that "a study of the whole Umma archive seems to suggest that [the firing of UrLisi] took place in the middle of the year AS. 8, somewhere between the month V and the month IX." Note in this regard that court records from Umma stop precisely in the fifth month of AS8 (see Table 3 ). reasons, or at least this is what can be inferred from the extant data. Likewise, their involvement in legal issues could be linked to conflicts with the provincial administration, but that was not always the case, or at least such tension cannot always be deduced from the texts. Actually, the participation of royal dependents in legal procedures conducted under the authority of the governor was in the first place due to their subordination to the provincial jurisdiction in legal matters, at least formally. In this scenario, the king could intervene through his envoys or representatives whenever he considered it necessary. 136 His interests within the Umma society were shared by the military, and intersected with those of the local administrators and the families more or less closely connected with the royal household and in any case considered as royal dependents ( e r e n 2 U m m a k i ) . Their influence in the Umma legal system was a result of their penetration of the provincial networks of power, and this fits in well with the demographic reality of Umma. Steinkeller (forthcoming-b) has shown that the royal e r e n 2 that resided in the province of Umma were much more numerous than the governor's e r e n 2 , in a proportional ratio of 3 to 1. Therefore, we can logically expect conflicts concerning the royal dependents to have been more frequent, as was their involvement in legal procedures and resolutions. 136 The nature of the archives from Umma leaves, in general, little space for evidence of a direct involvement of the king in the socioeconomic activities of the province, although this no doubt happened. For example, Steinkeller calls my attention to the letter-order BPOA 1, 563 (BM 106841), which records a visit of the king to Umma in order to establish a field for his runners within the Abagal field: l u g a l -ł u 10 u 3 -n a -a -d u 11 a -b a -g a l a -å a 3 k a s 4 z i -z i -d a s a ł -b i m u -b a å u k u e n s i 2 -k a u s 2 -s a p a d 3 -d e 3 -da ? m aa n -d u 11 u 4 l u g a l -ł u 10 b a -ł e n -n a -t a 4.1.3 gana2 g a n a 2 -g u 4 6.0.0 gana2 e n s i 2 0.1.3 gana2 u r -a m 3 -m a 1.0.0 gana2 l u 2 -i b -g a l 2.0.0 gana2 diĝir-b i 2 -l a -n i 1.0.0 gana2 l u 2 -d i ł i r -r a n u -b a n d a 3 g u 4 1.0.0 gana2 l u 2 -d u 10 -g a n u -b a n d a 3 g u 4 0.1.3 gana2 å e å -t a b -[ ] b a -n i 1.0.0 gana2 a -a b -b a s a ł -d u 5 u s 2 -a i 3 -p a d 3 k i ł 2 b i 2 -i n -a k-e å 2 "Tell My Lord: He has told me to find in the Abagal field, in this year, the end (plots) of the field that have to be issued for the runners, next to the subsistence field of the governor. Since My Lord departed, 81 iku of domain land, 108 iku of the governor, 9 iku of U., 18 iku of L., 36 iku of D., 18 iku of L. the oxen manager, 18 iku of L. the oxen manager, 9 iku of his assistant, 18 iku of A. the field registrar, (these nine plots) I found next (to the subsistence field of the governor); they have done the (necessary) work." I am grateful to Piotr Steinkeller and Walther Sallaberger for their suggestions in the interpretation of this text. My collations were based on pictures kindly taken by Ignacio Márquez Rowe.
* (P) = Official cited in case prehistory. 
